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a Canadian community of practice?...a Canadian community of practice?...a Canadian community of practice?...a Canadian community of practice?...a Canadian community of practice?...a Canadian community of practice?...a Canadian community of practice?...a Canadian community of practice?...

““Communities of practice are groups of people 

who share a concern or a passion for 

something they do 

andand

learn how to do it better as they interact 

regularly.” 

(Wenger 2002…).



in ecosystem approaches to health  in ecosystem approaches to health  in ecosystem approaches to health  in ecosystem approaches to health  in ecosystem approaches to health  in ecosystem approaches to health  in ecosystem approaches to health  in ecosystem approaches to health  

I. I. Ecosystem…Ecosystem…

�� ecosystems as biophysical systems & a  holistic metaphorecosystems as biophysical systems & a  holistic metaphor

�� a “family” of (eco)systemic approaches…a “family” of (eco)systemic approaches…

II…Approaches…II…Approaches…

�� the art & science of ‘approaching’…the art & science of ‘approaching’…�� the art & science of ‘approaching’…the art & science of ‘approaching’…

�� learning & exchange across disciplinary, learning & exchange across disciplinary, 

sectoral, cultural boundaries…. sectoral, cultural boundaries…. 

IIIIII…to Health…to Health

�� Disease? Determinants? WellDisease? Determinants? Well--being?being?

Ecohealth? EcoHealth? ecohealth? Ecohealth? EcoHealth? ecohealth? 



CoPEHCoPEHCoPEHCoPEHCoPEHCoPEHCoPEHCoPEH--------Canada objectivesCanada objectivesCanada objectivesCanada objectivesCanada objectivesCanada objectivesCanada objectivesCanada objectives

1.1. to jointly plan and deliver ato jointly plan and deliver a ecohealth shortecohealth short coursecourse for for 

students and professionals;students and professionals;

2.2. to provideto provide a forum for Canadians to consolidate and a forum for Canadians to consolidate and 

extend the ecohealth approachextend the ecohealth approach through collaboration, through collaboration, 

exchange, and scholarly attention to methodology, exchange, and scholarly attention to methodology, 

pedagogy and knowledge translation;pedagogy and knowledge translation;pedagogy and knowledge translation;pedagogy and knowledge translation;

3.3. to conduct anto conduct an integrated program of participatory integrated program of participatory 

research and evaluationresearch and evaluation to examine the networking, to examine the networking, 

educational and capacity building outcomes of the educational and capacity building outcomes of the 

community of practice;community of practice;

4.4. to identify and developto identify and develop strategies for longstrategies for long--term regional term regional 

and institutional capacityand institutional capacity to support ecosystem to support ecosystem 

approaches to human healthapproaches to human health..



ACADEMICACADEMIC EmergingEmerging

‘COMMUNITIES’‘COMMUNITIES’

FUNDERSFUNDERS

prepre--19951995 Individuals in Individuals in 

UniversitiesUniversities

MeetingsMeetings Canada TriCanada Tri--Council Council 

Funding’Funding’

1995 1995 -- 20022002 Ecosystem HealthEcosystem Health

(Vol 1(Vol 1--7)7)

Ecosante…Ecosante…

ISEH… NESH… GEIG…ISEH… NESH… GEIG…

HEALTHEARTH…HEALTHEARTH…

IDRC ‘Ecosystem IDRC ‘Ecosystem 

Approaches to Human Approaches to Human 

Health’ Program Initiative Health’ Program Initiative 

2003 2003 -- 20052005 IDRC Ecohealth ‘Forum’IDRC Ecohealth ‘Forum’ IDRC Ecohealth PI and IDRC Ecohealth PI and 

converging (eco…systemic approaches to healthconverging (eco…systemic approaches to healthconverging (eco…systemic approaches to healthconverging (eco…systemic approaches to healthconverging (eco…systemic approaches to healthconverging (eco…systemic approaches to healthconverging (eco…systemic approaches to healthconverging (eco…systemic approaches to health

2003 2003 -- 20052005 ECOHEALTHECOHEALTH

Ecosystem Approaches…Ecosystem Approaches…

Ecosystem Sustainabliity Ecosystem Sustainabliity 

& Health & Health 

IDRC Ecohealth ‘Forum’IDRC Ecohealth ‘Forum’

(some links with)(some links with)

EcoHealth ‘Network’ of EcoHealth ‘Network’ of 

subscribers…subscribers…

IDRC Ecohealth PI and IDRC Ecohealth PI and 

‘Communities of Practice in ‘Communities of Practice in 

EcoHealth’ (CoPEH)EcoHealth’ (CoPEH)

2006 2006 --

currentcurrent
EECOCOHHEALTHEALTH

Vol 4 Vol 4 –– 77

Int. Association for Int. Association for 

Ecology & HealthEcology & Health

International International 

Ecohealth ForumEcohealth Forum

Healthy Planet, Places Healthy Planet, Places 

& People…& People…

CoPEHsCoPEHs LAC, MENA, LAC, MENA, 

SEA, Africa, CanadaSEA, Africa, Canada

EcoHealthEcoHealth EcohealthEcohealthecohealthecohealth



Ontario

UQAM

Guelph

Links with 
York, 
Trent, 
UWO, 
PHAC
etc.

Links with 
NB, NS…

Québec/ 
Acadian/ 

Atlantique

U. de 

2009CoPEH-Canada

A mandate 

& structure 

to interact,       

share &            

learn

BC/Prairies

etc.

Links with 
BC, AB, 
MB, SK

/ UNBC

U. de 
Moncton

UBC



Researchers

Educators & 
Students 
(higher 

education)

Practitioners

Non-Govt 
& Non-Profit 

Organizations

Policy 2008

Collaborative Collaborative 
RelationshipsRelationships

(between researchers,  
educators, policy, NGOs etc)

Capacity       Capacity       
BuildingBuilding

(Ecohealth Short Course and 
Training & Awards Program )

Consolidate and expand research, education and 
practice in Ecosystem Approaches to Health



CoPEHCoPEHCoPEHCoPEHCoPEHCoPEHCoPEHCoPEH--------canada participationcanada participationcanada participationcanada participationcanada participationcanada participationcanada participationcanada participation

•• TypesTypes of  participant of  participant (Who?)(Who?)

• researchers, educators and students in Canadian Universities 
with passion for ecohealth research for development

• input from community, NGO, policy-makers. 

•• ModeMode of  participation of  participation (How ?)(How ?)•• ModeMode of  participation of  participation (How ?)(How ?)

• Core Team across three nodes (research team & co-researchers)

• Students/Alumni (references groups – capacity building)

• Working groups (reference groups – collaborative relationships )

• Place Place (context) of  participation (context) of  participation (Where?)(Where?)

• rotating course “comes to life” within nodal/host context

• power and generosity of  hosting

• feeds off  and fuels nodal activities



a work in progressa work in progressa work in progressa work in progressa work in progressa work in progressa work in progressa work in progress

“CoPEH-Canada is a vibrant, inclusive, growing 

and adaptive network of scholars and 

practitioners dedicated to the understanding, 

teaching and application of ecosystem approaches 

to real life challenges in service to a healthy and to real life challenges in service to a healthy and 

globally sustainable future.”

� From doing the same things better to 

doing better things?



Researchers

Educators & 
Students 
(higher 

education)

Practitioners

Non-Govt 
& Non-Profit 

Organizations

Policy 2008

Collaborative Collaborative 
RelationshipsRelationships

(between researchers,  
educators, policy, NGOs etc)

Capacity       Capacity       
BuildingBuilding

(Ecohealth Short Course and 
Training & Awards Program )

Consolidate and expand research, education and 
practice in Ecosystem Approaches to Health



 short course 2008 (UBC… short course 2008 (UBC… short course 2008 (UBC… short course 2008 (UBC… short course 2008 (UBC… short course 2008 (UBC… short course 2008 (UBC… short course 2008 (UBC…
Ontario 

(3) Environment

(2) Human Health

(1) Vet/Pop Health

(1) Indigenous/Canadian 

Studies

Quebec/PEI

(5) Human health

(1) Environment

(1) Vet/Pop Health

(1) Island studies

BC, SK, MB

(6) Human Health

(1) Env/Geography

(1) Interdisciplinary Studies

(1) Vet/Pop Health

(1)Resource Management 

and Environmental Studies

(1) Sociology



 short course 2009 (Guelph… short course 2009 (Guelph… short course 2009 (Guelph… short course 2009 (Guelph… short course 2009 (Guelph… short course 2009 (Guelph… short course 2009 (Guelph… short course 2009 (Guelph…
Ontario 

(3) Public Health (+ 

Chemistry)

(2) Engineering (+Hydrol,  

Env Sciences) 

(1) Anthro/Env Studies

(2) Rural Planning/Studies

(1) Sociology

Quebec/NS
(2) Human health

(1) Agriculture/Env 

(1) Nutrition/Health

(1) Parisitology/Env

(1) Geog/Resource Mgmt

(1) Ecology/Geography

BC 

(1) Education

(1) Environment & 

Management/ Human Security

(1) Sociology

(1) Latin American/ 

Caribbean Studies

(2) marine biology/ env 

Sciences

(1) Geography

(1) Ecology/Geography

(1) Communication

(1) Cultural Studies

International

(1) Human & Animal 
Health



 short course 2010 (UQAM… short course 2010 (UQAM… short course 2010 (UQAM… short course 2010 (UQAM… short course 2010 (UQAM… short course 2010 (UQAM… short course 2010 (UQAM… short course 2010 (UQAM…



real people, place,   participation…



creative boundary 

crossing…



08 & 09 08 & 09 08 & 09 08 & 09 08 & 09 08 & 09 08 & 09 08 & 09 
AwardeesAwardeesAwardeesAwardeesAwardeesAwardeesAwardeesAwardees

Climate change, 

water quality & 

health in 

Nunatsiavut

Ecosystems & 

Health in 

Bhopal Gas Leak -

Ecohealth 

approaches to 

theatricality and 

communication  

politics

Information et 

création de sens 

dans les conflits 

environnementaux

World by public health spending (www.worldmapper.org)
Urban Food 

Security in Cap 

Haitian, Haiti

Health in 

Volcán 

Watershed, 

Costa Rica

Livestock, Zoonoses 

& Health in a Rural 

Maasai community 

in Kenya

Human health & 

backyard poultry in 

rural Madagascar

Impediments and 

enablers of  

ecohealth in 

Hanam, Vietnam
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Thank you!Thank you!

en approches en approches 
ecosystemic de la ecosystemic de la 

santésanté

Merci!Merci!


