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...a Canadian community of practice?...

“Communities of practice are groups of people
who share a concern or a passion for
something they do

and

learn how to do it better as they interact

regularly.”
(Wenger 2002...).




...In ecosystem approaches to health...

I. Ecosystem...
—> ecosystems as biophysical systems & a holistic metaphor

—> a “family” of (eco)systemic approaches...

II...Approaches...

- the art & science of ‘approaching’...
- learning & exchange across disciplinary,
sectoral, cultural boundaries....

[II...to Health

—> Disease? Determinants? Well-being?
Ecohealth? EcoHealth? ecohealth?




...CoPEH-Canada objectives...

to jointly plan and deliver a ecohealth short course for
students and professionals;

to provide a forum for Canadians to consolidate and
extend the ecohealth approach through collaboration,
exchange, and scholarly attention to methodology,
pedagogy and knowledge translation;

to conduct an integrated program of participatory
research and evaluation to examine the networking,
educational and capacity building outcomes of the
community of practice;

to identify and develop strategies for long-term regional
and institutional capacity to support ecosystem
approaches to human health.




.converging (eco)systemic approaches to health...
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...CoPEH-canada participation...

* Types of participant (Who?)

* researchers, educators and students in Canadian Universities
with passion for ecohealth research for development

* input from community, NGO, policy-makers.
* Mode of participation (How ?)
* Core Team across three nodes (research team & co-researchers)

* Students/Alumni (references groups — capacity building)
* Working groups (reference groups — collaborative relationships )

* Place (context) of participation (Where?)

* rotating course “comes to life” within nodal/host context
* power and generosity of hosting
* feeds off and fuels nodal activities




...a work in progress...

“CoPEH-Canada is a vibrant, inclusive, growing
and adaptive network of scholars and
practitioners dedicated to the understanding,
teaching and application of ecosystem approaches
to real life challenges in service to a healthy and

globally sustainable future.”

- From doing the same things better to
doing better things?
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.. short course 2008 (UBC)...
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Merci! Thank you!




