Smart Shift Summit
March 27-28, 2017, Delta Beauséjour, Moncton

The Smart Shift Summit attracted 306 participants to explore
opportunities for New Brunswick and to hear from 74 diverse
speakers. This conference, originally planned for Shediac, grew quickly
out of the original venue and had to be moved to the Delta Beauséjour
in Moncton. The size of the event was a testament to the great interest
of people from all walks of life in building a successful future as we
meet the challenge of climate change. Invited guests Dawn Arnold,
Mayor of Moncton, Dominic LeBlanc, Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and
the Canadian Coast Guard, and Roger Melanson, Chair of New
Brunswick’s Treasury Board shared their perspectives and helped
frame the conference. The Summit was co-organized by the NB
Environmental Network and Nature NB.

Media Snapshot
Radio interviews
Aired on March 27, 2017
- Radio-Canada, Format Libre: host
Michel Doucet spoke with Sabine
Dietz, Donald McLaughlin and Michel
Grégoire
- CBC, Information Morning – Moncton
“Raissa Marks - Smart Shift Summit”
Aired on March 28, 2017
- CBC, Information Morning – Moncton
“Joe Waugh - Smart Shift Summit”

Article
Published on March 27, 2017
- Radio-Canada.ca: "Un sommet sur les
changements climatiques à Moncton"
Photo credit: Mira Dietz Chiasson

Photo credit: Mira Dietz Chiasson

Photo credit: Mira Dietz Chiasson

Smart Shift Attendees
 4 federal government representatives from 3 departments
 57 business representatives, including consultants, architects, engineers,
renewable energy companies
 32 university representatives and educational institutions
 3 economic development organizations
 68 non-governmental environmental organizations
 27 non-governmental organizations from the arts, business, forestry, food,
community, senior and student sectors
 2 First Nations representatives
 37 provincial government representatives from 8 departments
 3 insurance industry representatives
 43 mayors, councillors, municipal staff
 9 regional service commission representatives
 9 NB Power representatives

Smart Shift Summit
March 27: Realizing Opportunities
On the first day of the Smart Shift Summit over 60 sessions covered
opportunities in five theme areas: smarter economy, electricity shift,
planning for change, innovation on the land, and efficient energy use.
Sessions ranged from going solar to reducing a building’s energy
footprint, from electric vehicles to storing carbon in agricultural soil,
from carbon taxing mechanisms to forest management and more.
Participants had the opportunity to test drive an electric vehicle and
visit the Gaia Project’s Mobile Energy Center.

March 28: Adapting to Climate Change - naturally
The second day highlighted opportunities when working with nature
to reduce the impacts, and address risks from climate change. Eleven
presentations focused on managing water, why nature's services are
more economically efficient to work with, how urban forests can
reduce the impacts from climate change, restoration of dunes, landuse
planning, and habitat corridors that can enhance ecosystem services.

Participant Quotes:

“Greater understanding of how all
elements link and integrate for
comprehensive approach to climate
change”
“Cross-sector presentations were the
highlight of the Summit”
“Connecting with lots of people in very
different areas”
“Meeting up with others working for
community change”
“Diversity, networking, sharing of
lessons learned”
“The second day presentations were
particularly useful and engaging and
provided some guidance for adaptation
strategies”

Trade show and displays: Aster Group, CCNB SouthEast, EOS Eco-Energy, Fundy
Solar, Institut de recherche sur les zones côtières, La récolte de chez nous,
Nashwaak Watershed Association, NB Department of Environment and Local
Government, NB Power, Omista Credit Union, Ordre des chimistes du N.-B.,
Springboard Atlantic & Collège communautaire du N.-B. Grand-Sault, Tweedie &
Associates Consulting Engineers.

