
 
May 31, 2007 

To: The Hon. John Baird, Minister of the Environment 

RE: Proposed new oil refinery in Saint John, NB (Project Eider Rock) 

Dear Sir; 

I am writing to express my concern regarding your decision to limit the federal government's role in the 
Environmental Impact Assessment of the refinery Irving Oil proposes to construct in Saint John, New 
Brunswick. I am a resident in the outskirts of Saint John and I work in the city. 

The Environment Ministry has decided to limit the scope of its involvement to a Full Federal Panel Review of 
the marine operations of the proposed refinery. While this is important and welcome news because of the 
risk increased shipping will have on the endangered right whale, it leaves out the environmental and health 
effects that will be felt by humans. 

Local greenhouse gas emissions will increase tremendously with the operation of a second refinery. 
Estimates suggest that the existing refinery's annual emissions are equivalent to putting 357,000 additional 
cars on the road. Given the increasing scientific evidence that anthropogenic-source greenhouse gas 
emissions are linked to climate change, it seems only prudent that the Federal Environment Ministry request 
the most stringent analysis of this proposal. 

Oil refineries can severely impact human health. A 2002 Harvard Medical School report, Oil: A Life Cycle 
Analysis of its Health and Environmental Impacts, lists a number of health concerns associated with oil 
refining. This list includes cancers of the lip, stomach, liver, pancreas, connective tissue, prostate, eye, brain, 
bone, lung and kidney, non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, unspecified neoplasms, and leukemia in children (p. 28). 
Asthma and other respiratory ailments are of concern too. A Full Federal Panel Review of the entire 
operations of the proposed refinery is the only way to ensure that research in the public interest is conducted 
and presented in an open and public forum. 

In conclusion, I ask that you revisit your decision to limit the federal government's role in the assessment of 
the proposed new refinery in Saint John, New Brunswick. I strongly urge you to institute a Full Federal Panel 
Review of the entire proposed refinery's operations. 

Sincerely 

Rob Moir (Associate Professor of Economics) 

CC: The Right Hon. Stephen Harper, The Hon. Stéphan Dion, The Hon. Jack Layton, Mr. David McGuinty, 
Mr. Nathan Cullen, Mr. Rob Moore, Mr. Paul Zed 

 

  

  

http://chge.med.harvard.edu/publications/documents/oilfullreport.pdf
http://chge.med.harvard.edu/publications/documents/oilfullreport.pdf

