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Plan for today

• Meet Spirit Bear 
• The story of Dr. Peter Henderson Bryce
• Shannen’s Dream and School is a Time for Dreams
• The Spirit Bear Plan and Spirit Bear’s books and free 

resources
• Group discussion
• Closing: Spirit Bear theme song



Meet Spirit Bear!
“I am a Bearrister, which means when I see something 
wrong, I need to learn about it and help make things 
right.”



Dr. P.H. Bryce: 
The man who knew 
better

17 Aug. 
1853

Birthdate

1886

Medical Degree, U 
Toronto

1887
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erased from 

Canadian history



Report on the Indian Schools of Manitoba and 
the Northwest Territories which is commonly 
known as The Bryce Report.

“Suffice it to say that of the 1537 pupils reported 
upon, 25% are dead of one school with an 
absolutely accurate statement 69% of ex pupils are 
dead... Dr. Bryce’s description of the schools shows 
them to be veritable hotbeds for the propagation 
and spread of this disease.”

The Evening Citizen, November 15, 1907

Dr. Peter Henderson Bryce



“In that Canada fails to 
obviate the preventable 
causes of death it brings 

itself into unpleasant 
nearness with 

manslaughter” SH Blake 
(1908)



Duncan Campbell Scott, Superintendent of Indian Affairs

“Our object is to continue until there is not a 
single Indian in Canada that has not been 
absorbed into the body politic, and there is no 
Indian question, and no Indian department.”

Duncan Campbell Scott, 1920



Cost to implement 
Dr. PH Bryce’s reforms: 
$10,000 to $15,000

Duncan Campbell Scott’s reaction 
to Dr. PH Bryce’s report: Reforms 
too expensive and not 
implemented. 

In 1920, Scott made attendance at 
residential schools for all children 
aged 7–15 mandatory.



Key barrier to 
reconciliation: 

Not doing better when 
we know better.

Read more at fncaringsociety.com/reconciling-history



Shannen’s Dream

Named in honour of Shannen 
Koostachin, a courageous young leader 

from Attawapiskat First Nation who 
sparked a national

movement for safe and comfy schools 
for First Nations students. 

“School should be a time for dreams. 
Every kid deserves this.” 
- Shannen Koostachin

https://fncaringsociety.com/shannens-dream
https://fncaringsociety.com/shannens-dream


http://drive.google.com/file/d/1yYxkySLZp37srzd-IdQESbEOHF23pjZv/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1yYxkySLZp37srzd-IdQESbEOHF23pjZv/view


https://youtu.be/sryAQdxAIl8

https://youtu.be/sryAQdxAIl8


www.fncaringsociety.com/SpiritBear

https://fncaringsociety.com/sites/default/files/book_1_learning_guide_-_2020.pdf
https://fncaringsociety.com/sites/default/files/book_1_learning_guide_-_2020.pdf
https://fncaringsociety.com/sites/default/files/38199_sb_book2_learning_guide_v8f_1_0.pdf
https://fncaringsociety.com/sites/default/files/38199_sb_book2_learning_guide_v8f_1_0.pdf
https://fncaringsociety.com/sites/default/files/38361_sb_book3_learning_guide_v5f.pdf
https://fncaringsociety.com/sites/default/files/38361_sb_book3_learning_guide_v5f.pdf
https://fncaringsociety.com/books-and-learning-guides
https://fncaringsociety.com/books-and-learning-guides


Spirit Bear’s Guide to the TRC Calls to Action 

www.fncaringsociety.com/SpiritBear

https://fncaringsociety.com/publications/spirit-bears-guide-truth-and-reconciliation-commission-canada-calls-action
https://fncaringsociety.com/publications/spirit-bears-guide-truth-and-reconciliation-commission-canada-calls-action


Upcoming Events

Elderberry Day: 
March 20, 2022

Bear Witness Day: 
May 10, 2022

Honouring 
Memories, Planting 

Dreams: 
May - June 2022

https://fncaringsociety.com/events

Have a Heart Day:
February 14, 2023

https://fncaringsociety.com/elderbeary-day
https://fncaringsociety.com/elderbeary-day
https://fncaringsociety.com/BearWitness
https://fncaringsociety.com/BearWitness
https://fncaringsociety.com/honouring-memories-planting-dreams
https://fncaringsociety.com/honouring-memories-planting-dreams


Films by the brilliant Alanis Obomsawin



• What you are taking 
away from this 
presentation?

• How do you plan to 
implement what you 
have learned?

• Any questions you have 
for the Caring Society?

Discussion



Spirit Bear theme song

https://youtu.be/0jwEfp2FuYA

https://youtu.be/0jwEfp2FuYA


fncaringsociety.com
@CaringSociety
CaringSociety
fncaringsociety
spiritbearandfriends
@SpiritBear


